Greening Your Community

A double act by Graham Hunt (Newbury) and Anne Martin (Sunningdale)
leading a discussion on the many potential angles for Greening your Community
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The Mescoli Gaselle log boiler

The Major launches
boiler with Chair of PC

Our log pile — from local
sources donated to the Parish



SUSS 2009

« Community action — encouraging people
to take actions to lower use of fossil fuels.

e 10 simple ideas eg. Turn off the lights
when you leave the room; take your bags
to the shops — reduce use of plastic bags

e Chose high profile time of year- Carnival
and street festival to catch people.
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Eco Circus 2010

The visit of the Eco Circus with its hour-long family show combining clowning
and comedy, music and artwork to illustrate the danger of the "tipping point"
and irreversible climate change took place on 24th September, 2010



‘Tipping Point’ made the children
aware of the dangers of the CO2
we are putting in the atmosphere
— and we are spoiling the planet.

A fun way of getting across a
serious message.

Children from Holy Trinity
delighted in the clowning and
circus frolics and joined in with
delight.



Community Garden

With funding from Awards for All, the Parish Council commissioned a
garden for the community to give everyone the opportunity to develop
new, and relearn old, skills and an appreciation of working with nature
through gardening.

Our ultimate aim is to prepare us for the future in which locally produced
food will increasingly be important. This is part of the wider Transition
movement that is spreading across the UK.



http://www.transitionnetwork.org/
http://www.transitionnetwork.org/

o The Parish Council agreed to support
Transition | ASceNT, Ascot Community
Network org Environment Network — a Transition

_ Transition
Initiative Network o

The Transition Movement

From Oil Dependency to
Local Resilience

Name: ASCENT

Transition Network



Presenter
Presentation Notes
My name’s Ben Brangwyn. I work in a small charity that recently started up to support the efforts of communities to go through their transitions to a lower energy future in response to the three pressures of Peak Oil, Climate Change and economic contraction. Our mission is to inspire, encourage, connect, support and train communities as they adopt and adapt the transition model to urgently rebuild resilience within their community and drastically reduce carbon emissions in all that they do.


Peak Oil & Climate Change

Peak Oil Priorities + Climate Change Priorities
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now certain governments and agencies focus on either climate change or peak oil – eg the Hirsch report done for the US government in 2005 that focus on the risk implications of peak oil and, amid it’s very alarming conclusions, called for coal-to-liquids, a “drill, baby, drill” exploration policy and biofuels. Also the Stern report in the UK (2007) that took an economists view of climate change and called for climate engineering, nuclear, offsetting, carbon capture and storage, emissions trading. Again, the US DoD report in 2010 focuses primarily on energy security and warns of supply crunches in 2012 and massive shortages in 2015.



None of these take a look at energy and climate together. Nor do they look adequately at the economic crisis and weave that into the picture, an essential component because it could well be that credit scarcity will accelerate the decline of available energy, both in terms of exploiting oil and building out of renewables infrastructure.



This graphic explains that if you put peak oil and climate change together, you get a wholly different set of imperatives – first of all the need to plan for something other than “business as usual”. Second, a need to figure out how to power down the key systems of food, energy, transport and economics. Third, we’ll have to power up renewables.



If we were to go a bit further and weave economic contraction into this picture, we’d see a higher level of urgency, we’d see perhaps a big question mark over some of the bigger renewables schemes. On the positive side, we’d perhaps see some very proactive plans (by the national or local governments) to set up the local infrastructure needed to support local economies – credit unions, local currencies, ownership models for local energy.


Plans for 2011 involve working with the
Big Society and with the Transition
Initiative — localism, grassroots
Initiatives, volunteerism, making it
happen in our own community.
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